
OYSTER RIVER HIGH SCHOOL 
October & November 2018 

YEAR OF THE EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR 

This year the theme at ORHS is Effective Communication. If you look closely 

at the Effective Communication Bobcat Logo (featured here and on every 

student’s agenda book) you will notice many of the elements that make up 

effective communication.  Each month students (and this year staff members 

too!) who have demonstrated effective communication are nominated by 

adults and peers alike.   

INNOVATION AT ORHS 

Oyster River High School has created an innovative, student centered bell 

schedule that has caught the attention of schools in the state.  There were 

many considerations in the creation of our current bell schedule.  Some of 

these were: student choice, personalization, social emotional wellbeing and 

learning, academic support, and curricular needs.  After over a year of study, 

Scheduling Committee designed a bell schedule that has slowed the pace of 

the day, with fewer transitions, allowing for a more focused day with less 

homework.  Students and staff have reported feeling less stress and increased 

ability to concentrate.  We have had numerous requests for school visits to 

learn about our new schedule and our change process.    

“Education is a shared commitment.”  

COMMUNITY COLLABORATION & CONNECTIONS 

Our students, staff and administration are connecting and collaborating with 

our community.  Below are a few recent examples of collaboration and 

connections: 

1. A.C.E. is coming to ORHS.  A.C.E. is the Architecture, Construction, and 

Engineering Mentor Program of America – connecting students with careers 

in design and construction.  https://www.acementor.org/about-us/ 

2. Our first Transition Fair will be on Sat. Oct. 27th from 10am-12noon here 

at ORHS. This event will provide information and resources for students with 

disabilities and their families to help students transition out of high school. 

3. On, October 3rd, students attended a conversation around Culture and 

Climate, Diversity and Inclusion at ORHS.  NH Listens from the Carsey 

School of Public Policy at University of New Hampshire led this discussion 

with our students. 

4. A group of our students have reached out to the ACLU NH Board to learn 

more about how they can become invovled. 

5. On Wednesday, September 26th, Officer Malasky and members of the 

ORHS Senate attended the second annual teen highway safety event at the 

Grappone Conference Center in Concord, New Hampshire.  This year the 

focus was around distracted driving. 

OCTOBER & 

NOVEMBER 

REMINDERS: 

10/22 Picture Retakes 

10/25 Barrington Info Night 

11/2 ASVAB Test 

11/2 Close of Q1 

11/5 Winter Sports 

Information Night 

11/6 TW Day – no school 

11/7 World Language Festival 

11/12 Veterans Day – no 

school 

11/15 – 11/18 Fall Play 

11/21-11/23 Thanksgiving 

Break 
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https://www.acementor.org/about-us/


COMPETENCIES AT ORHS 

ORHS competencies are written through reflection and collaboration.  The faculty 

at ORHS has worked to answer the fundamental questions, “What do we want kids 

to know and be able to do?” Our working definition of a competency is a mastery 

of knowledge and content in a setting that requires a student to transfer learning 

in the curriculum. Departmental Programmatic Competencies are competencies 

written as a school wide collaborative activity to reflect the competencies that 

students engage in as they progress through their course of studies.  These are 

directly connected to our 21st Century Learning Expectations and are included on 

course syllabi.  Many courses have additional competencies.  Competencies 

do not “stand alone” and are meant to be paired with standards.  Completion of 

competencies for each course reflects a student’s ability to master the standards.  

The ORHS faculty will continue to develop and hone competencies and standards 

throughout the 2018-2019 school year, as well as, examining assessments. 

SEPTEMBER WAS SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH   

                         ORHS offers resources to students and families:         

                         http://orcsd.libguides.com/c.php?g=567355&p=3908011 

 

 

 

 

 

2 HOUR DELAYS 

If we have inclement weather and school is delayed we will have a two hour delay.  

Please go to the ORHS website, under Quick Links to find the Bell Schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eddie Edwards and Chris Pappas attend 
the Journalism Conference hosted at ORHS 

VISIT https://mor.news/ for more 
information.  

 

Find us on Twitter & Facebook 

https://twitter.com/orhspride 

Important Reminders 

7:45 Earliest drop off 

7:55 Earliest bus drop off 

3:05 Dismissal 

4:30 Late bus  

 
 

Oyster River High School 
promotes a safe and nurturing 

community where the 
uniqueness of each member 

is valued. In this spirit, we are 
committed to becoming 

educated, ethical, responsible 
citizens who strive to 

contribute positively toward 
the betterment of ourselves, 
our school, our society and 

our world.  
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